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Tropical environments

Only one question may be answered from this topic.

1 (a) Explain how the migration of air masses and the ITCZ (inter tropical convergence zone) can 
affect tropical climates. [10]

 (b) Fig. 1 shows information concerning the destruction of tropical rainforests.

  Describe and explain the effects of the different types of rain forest clearance and suggest 
ways in which the rainforest ecosystem might be more sustainably managed. [15]

2 (a) Explain the different types of weathering that occur in humid tropical environments. [10]

 (b) Describe the landforms found in tropical limestone areas. Explain the influence of climate, 
vegetation and rock structure upon the formation of these landforms. [15]

Coastal environments

Only one question may be answered from this topic.

3 (a) Explain the factors that lead to the deposition of sediment in coastal areas. [10]

 (b) Fig. 2 shows the location of coral reefs that are under threat.

  Explain how far the conditions that allow the growth and development of coral reefs are under 
threat. [15]

4 (a) Explain how wave action can produce variations in the cross section and plan forms of beaches.
 [10]

 (b) Using examples, explain why different stretches of rocky coastline produce different landforms.
 [15]
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Hazardous environments

Only one question may be answered from this topic.

5 (a) Fig. 3 shows some methods used to predict and monitor earthquakes. Explain how these 
methods can be used, and with what success, for earthquake prediction. [10]

 (b) Explain how and where earthquakes occur. Describe their hazardous effects and the extent to 
which action can be taken to limit these effects. [15]

6 (a) Explain the causes of hazardous mass movements. [10]

 (b) Describe the measures that can be taken to limit the hazardous effects of mass movements 
and evaluate their effectiveness. [15]

Arid and semi-arid environments

Only one question may be answered from this topic.

7 (a) Describe and explain the characteristics of the climates of hot arid areas. [10]

 (b) Fig.4 shows some landforms in a hot arid environment.

  Describe the landforms and explain their formation. To what extent are the landforms the 
product of present day geomorphological processes? [15]

8 (a) Explain the causes of the degradation of soils and vegetation in semi-arid areas. [10]

 (b) Using an example or examples, explain the extent to which it is possible to sustainably develop 
and manage either hot arid or semi-arid areas. [15]
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